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ABSTRACT 

This study aimed at examining the impact of social, economic, and 

cultural factors of the student failure and dropout in the basic stage 

schools in Jordan as perceived by the school principals and the 

dropouts' students themselves. Data were collected using four 

questionnaires developed by the researcher to achieve the purpose 

of this study, and a stratified random sample of (032) school principals 

out of (7711) school principals in the government schools , private 

schools and UNRWA schools in Amman area. Another questionnaire 

was developed for the dropouts themselves. A stratified random 

sample of (010) dropout students out of (1717) were chosen. 

The main findings of the study revealed: 

7- The school principals pointed out to the most important factors 

affecting failure, which is the weakness of the educational basic skills 

through the first three years of the study, weakness of the mental 

ability of the students, family problems such as divorce, separation, 

lack of education, and teacher lack of motivation and the inability to 

control class section, and not taking into account individual 

differences.   
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The role of headmasters on the reasons of failure came as middle 

grade, the reasons were descending and arranged as follows:7- 

Students 0- Family 3- Curricula 1- Teachers 1- Examinations 

0- Concerning the dropout students, the school principals pointed out 

mainly the same reasons for failure. They emphasized the cultural 

factors such as the weakness of the educational skills among the 

students of the first three years, weakness of the mental ability of the 

students and the other factors which were mentioned in the failure. 

The role of headmasters in the reasons of dropout came as middle 

grade, the reasons were descending  and arranged as follows:7- 

Cultural factors 0-Social factors 3-Economic factors. 

3- The answers of the dropout students showed the same pattern and 

emphasized the aspects of cultural, economic, and social factors 

which were mentioned by the school principals. The role of students 

themselves in the reasons of dropout came as weak grade, the 

reasons were descending and arranged as follows:7- Cultural factors 

0- Economic factor3- Social factors.   

1- The study showed that there were statically significant differences 

in the reasons of failure between both genders (school headmasters 

and headmistress) in perceiving the family; teachers and 

examinations  roles in favor of male principals, but there were no 

differences between them in the students and curricula roles.  

1-There were statistically significant differences in the reasons of 

dropout between male dropout students and female according to 

gender in perceiving economic and cultural factors in favor of male 

students, but there were no differences in social factors.  
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1- There were statistically significant differences in the reasons of 

dropout between headmasters and headmistress concerning the 

social factors in favor of headmasters, but there were no differences 

in economic and cultural factors.  

1- The study showed that there were significant differences in the 

reasons of dropout among the principals due to the educational 

authority in the role of teachers in favor of teachers serving with the 

Ministry of Education principals and private schools when compared 

with the UNRWA school principals. But there were no significant 

differences among the principals due to the authorities in the roles of 

students, family, curricula and examinations.  

8- Concerning dropouts, there were significant differences in the 

reasons of dropout among the principals due to the educational 

authority in the role of cultural factors in favor of government and 

UNRWA principals when compared with the private school principals. 

on the other hand,  there were no differences among them in the role 

of economic and social factors. 

9- The study shed lights on the role of the school principals in 

controlling dropout problems through their influence on the 

educational process, because they are the lesion officers between 

schools, family, government and community institutions. The role of 

the headmasters and headmistress in the treatment of dropout came 

as high grade.  

72- Finally there were no significant differences among school 

principals due to their years of experience, the schoolmasters 

experience showed no effect on the treatment of dropout ratio.  
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